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Editor’s Note

The following article was originally researched and photographed
in 1979. At that time DT&I was still operating as an independent
railroad. Three railroads - Chessie System, Norfolk and Western,
and Grand Trunk Western were interested in acquiring the
DT&I. Grand Trunk Western finally won the fight and the deal
was consummated with DT&I parent Pennco in 1980.

Any article on the current operations of a railroad can become
outdated almost overnight. When merger forces enter into the
picture the changes can come even more quickly. Many phases of
DT&I operations have changed as a result of the merger in the
last two years as might be expected. This article, then, is a
representation of the current operations of the DT&l in its last
vear of independent operations. No effort will be made to include
all the changes that have occurred since 1979 although some of

the more prominent ones will be noted.

Orange geeps, colorful freight cars, prestressed catenary
arches, and Henry Ford. All these items bring only one railroad to
mind - the Detroit, Toledo and Ironton: a 464-mile North/South,
Ohio - Michigan carrier. A carrier that interchanges with over a
dozen other railroads in its two state system - a fact that was
epitomized by the road’s “We have the Connections” slogan
painted proudly on all freight and caboose cars. And although that
message is no longer bill-boarded on Company equipment, one
need only stand by the mainline in Northern Ohio or Southern
Michigan for a short time to realize that the DT&I!'s freight
business with its “Connections” is really booming.

As its name implies, one would suspect that the DT&! would
maintain a large classification yard in Detroit from where its high
iron would stretch to the nextimportant terminal at Toledo before

= continuing to its final namesake at Ironton.

Opposite - Southbound DC-9 approaches Maitland Tower
in March, 1979.

Names can be deceiving, however, and such is the case with the
DT&I's. The road no longer maintains any trackage in Detroit.
The major northern classification yard is found not in Detroit but
17 miles south at Flat Rock. Toledo is reached only via trackage
rights with ex-partner Ann Arbor for a distance of 17.5 miles. The
southernmost terminal for the bulk of the road’s freight is with its
connections in the greater Cincinnati area. Ironton is serviced only
by a one-train-per-week-day local using a single unit and traveling
over 25 miles-per-hour branch line track. Such is the modern-day
DT&I system.

The railroad once known as Henry Ford’s road is currently (in
1979) engaged in merger talks which appear to be headed for a
Grand Trunk Western/DT&I marriage. The future independent
operation of the road is at this time (1979) uncertain. It is therefore
both appropriate and timely to take a look at the road that Henry
Ford once salvaged from bankruptcy and turned into a most
classy and profitable business venture. (Update: In 1980 merger
between GTW and DT&I was consummated with GTW
paving DT&I parent Pennco $25.2-million.)
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Although the DT&I's corporate headquarters is located at One
Parklane Boulevard in nearby Dearborn, Michigan, the nucleus of
day to day operations of the DT&I stems out of the large, modern
Flat Rock, Michigan, complex on the northeast side of the town of
Flat Rock (population 5643).

The sprawling Flat Rock yards consist of the diesel shops,
roundhouse, turntable, (the only one maintained by the road)
hump classification yard, trim yards, operations building, car
repair facility, engine docks, and track supplies stock area. To
examine Flat Rock’s beginning as the focal point of operations it is
necessary to turn back the clock of time nearly 60 years to the
Ford era.

Henry Ford acquired the DT&I in the summer of 1920 and
immediately set about to make improvements to the railroad. In
addition to a general clean-up crusade over the system, two new

Below - Found switching the south side of Flat Rock Yardin
May, 1979 were GP-9 #989 and one of the units that helped
displace 989’s sisters on DT&/I’s locomotive roster - GP-38
#202.

16

corporations were formed to construct additional facilities for the
road. One of these new corporations was the Ford Transportation
Company.

The Ford Transportation Company was incorporated in June of
1923 with the purpose of building the large Flat Rock Yard. When
the yard was finally completed it consisted of approximately 25
miles of track, track scales, a water station, and car repair
facilities. Over the years many additions and improvements have
been added to the yard to modernize its operations and handle the
increased traffic generated by the line and the expanding auto-
mobile business.

Today, the modern yard, as it has been stated before, is the
main focal point on the system. To the South stretches the trunk
line into OChio and the southern gateway beyond. On the east end
of the yard is D&I Junction separated from the yard by an Inter-
state 75 overpass.

D&I Junction serves as the separating point for the road’s two
northern stems. The D&I Branch runs North to the Rouge Yard
adjacent to the Ford Motor Company’s River Rouge plant. The
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eastern of the two stems leaving D&I Junction and runs due east
then swings north through Trenton, Wyandotte, and finally to
South Yard at Ecorse. Let’s take a more detailed look at the two
north stems from D&I Junction North.

MAIN LINE - NORTH

The original main line is the eastern most of the two stems that
run north from D&I-Junction. It runs due east for two miles before
gradually curving northward behind the Trenton Chrysler Engine
plant to parallel the West side of Conrail’s Toledo Branch and the
Detroit & Toledo Shore Line

At “FN” tower the DT&I crosses over Conrail to become the
easternmost of the several parallel tracks while the D&TSL
simultaneously crosses over to become the western most of the
parallel tracks. In effect the two roads just change sides while
Conrail stays in the middle.

The road continues north from Trenton paralleling Conrail and
D&TSL routes for 6.3-miles passing through Riverview and enter-
ing Wyandotte, Michigan. At Mill Street a connecting track is
maintained which allows DT&I trains to travel north over the
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tracks of Conrail. Just north of Mill Street the line swings
northeast leaving the Conrail and D&TSL tracks and crosses over
West Jefferson Avenue entering the industrial river frontage in
Ecorse.

The road maintains a small switching/transfer/storage yard
known as South Yard at the south end of the river front industrial
complex. The yard is located adjacent to the bustling Great Lakes
Steel plant.

The track continues northward for another 1.5-miles passing
the Detroit Edison’s River Rouge power plant, where the Detroit
Edison unit coal trains are delivered before the line finally ends at
milepost 1.7 “Shortcut Bridge”.

About 1975 the DT&I sold the trackage from milepost 1.7 north
to the end of the line at milepost 0 to the Delray Connecting
Railroad. This line ran across “Short cut channel” on a draw
bridge, crossed north and then veered northwest across Zug

Below - Interpool #1602 was on lease to the DT&I in 1979
and was assigned to switching duties at Flat Rock.
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Foreign power is not immune to Flat Rock as evidenced by
a pair of Conrail units idling outside the shops in the Below - Five different makes of locomotives idle under the
presence of DT&I power. sanding tower at the Flat Rock, Ml engine docks on 6/30/79. _
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] : Left - An SD-38 and GP-38 wait to get into the Flat Rock
T . , : Diesel Shops in May, 1979. #207 obviously needs a little
- : - - S . body attention.
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B ' R The 2,000 horses inside #252’s body are harnessed to work
- o } cLRE LT the Flat rock hump in 1979.
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SD-38 #252 shoves up the hump ever so deliberately as
sister unit 251 returns to the yard on a flat track for another
cut of cars in May, 1979.
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For a railroad that had just over 3200 revenue freightcars in
service, it is a strong bet that the DT&| had a greater
percentage of the high cube boxcars than any other railroad.
According to a 1981 car registry, the DT&l had 703 of the
jumbo box cars represented by the opposite photo. According
to our calculations, that is over 20% of the entire fleet of !
DT&l's equipment.
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It’s a rainy night in Flat Rock where GP-40’s #419 and 416 are bedded down for

maintenance inside the diesel shops.

Island before crossing “Old Channel” on a swing type bridge and
running to West End Avenue, M.P. 0, in Detroit. “Old Channel” is
the original channel of the Rouge River. “Short Cut Channel” as its
name implies was constructed to provide a quicker connection
between the Rouge River and the Detroit River. The construction
of this short cut channel left a small piece of real estate bordered
by the Detroit River and the Rouge River which became Zug
Island. Both of the bridges on the line were sold to the Great Lakes
Steel Corporation, owner of the DCRR. The entire length of the
line from Short Cut south to D&I Junction is just 13.5 miles.

Much interesting power abounds along the old main line. The
Delray Connecting Railroad has four Alco switchers, Detroit
Edison’s River Rouge power plant has an EMD SW900, Great
Lakes Steel has a big fleet of EMD switchers, and Wyandotte
Terminal has several Baldwins and Alcos. Also in Wyandotte is the
Wyandotte Southern with a new GE 110T center cab unit, and not
to be overlooked the Pennwalt plant has a fireless cooker in bi-
centenial livery.

The old main line is also host to many interesting trains. The
largest has to be the Detroit Edison unit coal train which is run
between the L&N yards in Decoursey, Kentucky and the Detroit
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Edison’s River Rouge Power plant. The Dixie Queen runs out of
Flat Rock yard on the old main line to Mill Street in Ecorse. There
the train gets on the Conrail’s Toledo Branch and runs north
through Conrail’s River Rouge Yard, across the Rouge River on
the Conrail drawbridge, past Delray tower and joins the Conrail
Buffalo-Chicago main line at West Detroit tower in Detroit. The
Queen passes Michigan Central Terminal where the Amtrak
trains run and plunges into the Detroit River tunnel for the seven
minute run to Canada. In Windsor, Ontario, just past Conrail’s
Windsor Depot, the Queen swings off the main line onto a loop
track to the Essex Terminal Railroad main then onto another
connecting track into the Canadian Pacific’s Windsor yard.

Another long interchange run is made to Grand Trunk
Western’s East Yard in Ferndale, Michigan. This interchange run
is rotated between the DT&I and GTW every four months. When
the DT&I has the run, their train, GT-2 leaves Flat Rock Yard in
the morning and travels over the old main line to Mill Street in
Ecorse. At Mill Street, GT-2 leaves the DT&I main and gets on

Conrail’s Toledo Branch for the run to West Detroit interlocking.

At West Detroit, GT-2 crosses Conrail’s Buffalo-Chicago main
line and gets on the Mackinaw Branch. Just North of Michigan
Avenue at CP Vinewood, GT-2 uses the connection track
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